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guished by its huge artificial mounds, from which, at various
times, copious antique treasures have been extracted."   In
another place1 he notes that "it possesses many vestiges of
antiquity; yet, as they are exclusively of a sepulchral or
religious character, the site of the city, to which they refer,
may rather be looked for at the actual village of Majik Hupi&i
on the plain below, and near Charikir."   Masson writes the
name Hupiin,   following the emperor Baber; but as it is
entered in Walker's large map as Opiyfa, after Lieutenant
Leach, and is spelt Qpian by Lieutenan*. Sturt, both of whom
made regular surveys of the Koh-daman, I adopt the unas-
pirated reading, as it agrees better with the Greek forms of
Qpiai aim Opiant of Hekataeus and Stephanus, and with the
Latin form of Opianum of Pliny.   As these names are initma-
.tely connected with that of the Paropamisan Alexandria, it
will clear the way to further investigation, if we first determine
the most probable site of this famous city.
The position of'the city founded by Alexander at the foot
of the Indian Caucasus has long engaged the attention of
scholars; but the want of a good map of the Kabul valley
has been a serious obstacle to their success, which was rendered
almost insurmountable by their injudicious alterations of the
only ancient texts that preserved the distinctive name of the
Caucasian Alexandria. Thus Stephanus* describes It as being
c* rrf *0irtayiJ Adta tfflj 'Ivdtkfa "in Opiane, near India," for
which Salmasius proposed to read 4/Wi?. Again, Pliny8
describes it as Alexandrian Opianes, which in the Leipsic and
other editions is altered to Alexandra Oppidum* I believe,
also, that the same distinctive name may be restored to a
corrupt passage of Pliny, where he is speaking of this very
part of the country- His words, as given by the Leipsic
editor, and as quoted by Cellarius/ are "Cartana oppidum
I.  'Travels/ ii|. 161.         2.   In net Alexandria.
3.   Hitt. Nat, vi. c. 17 Philemon Holland calls it "the city of
Alexandria, in Opianum.*'            4,   Hist Nat, vi 23.